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Hello Plankton!

Tiny but mighty, no plankton, no life

Did you know ...

« thatajellyfish is plankton?

« that there are more animals in a bucket full of ocean water
thanin azoo?

« that plankton and plastic are relatives?

These (fun-)facts and much more information are given in this
stunning new book. And it’s about time! Because even though
plankton is very small, it is inevitable to life on earth, as it provides
50% of our oxygen and makes up 90% of the ocean’s biomass.

Four internationally leading scientists in the field have written
texts about “monsters”, “aliens” and “superheroes”, they explain
what plankton is, who is eaten by whom, what plankton has to
do with us, what impact plankton has on the climate and what
impact we have on the plankton, and much more. Even more
information is given in the magical illustrations by Kristina
Heldmann.

Plankton with rainbow eyelashes or cucumber with hair come to
life, and other vibrant illustrations make the unseen kindergarten
of the oceans visible.
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The scientists:

Ifiaki Ruiz-Trillo is an ICREA
Research Professor at the Institut
de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-

UPF), Aaron Straight is Chair of
Biochemistry and Professor, by
courtesy, of Chemical and Systems
Biology at Stanford University,
Annika Guse is Principal Investiga-
tor at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Uni
in Miinchen, and Alejandro
Sanchez Alvarado is a molecular
biologist, an investigator of the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute,
and executive director and Chief
Scientific Officer of the Stowers
Institute for Medical Research.

The illustrator:

Kristina Heldmann is a freelance
illustrator based in Berlin, Germany.
She graduated with a degree in
Visual Arts from the Braunschweig
University of Arts in 2000 and has
been illustrating professionally ever
since. Her work has been commis-
sioned and featured in national and
international publications, books
and campaigns.
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